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Program Leader: _____________________________          Date: __________


Grade Level: K-2    School Site: __________________________

Created by: Hank Waddles
Materials Needed: (List)

1. Several bowls filled with water.

2. An assortment of items which may or may not float, enough so that each group can have several items with which to experiment.

3. Paper for recording results.

Preparation Time:  As much time as it takes to gather the supplies, plus five minutes to fill the bowls with water and distribute objects.

Lesson time: 20 minutes.

Content Standard(s) Kindergarten: Physical science 1A: Properties of materials can be observed and predicted.  Students know objects can be described in terms of their physical properties (e.g., floating or sinking).

What will be learned from this activity? (Objective) 

1. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the physical properties of an object necessary for floating by making predictions as to whether various objects will float or sink and recording the results.

Steps of the lesson: (Scientific Method of Investigation) 

Introduction: (Questions/Hypothesis): 

1. Okay, take a look at this rock.  If I drop it into this bowl of water, do you think it will sink?  Why?  Okay, let’s see what happens… You were right.  It went straight to the bottom!

2. Now look at this tennis ball.  Will this sink?  Let’s see… The tennis ball floats!  Why do we think that might be?
Instruction: 

1. Today we’re going to think about what makes some objects float and others sink.  Each group will have a box of items that you’ll be testing, but first you’ll make a prediction about each item as to whether it will sink or float.

2. Like all good scientists, you’ll need to record your predictions and the results, and then make a note about whether or not you were right with each item.
Activity: (Procedure) 

1. Divide students into groups of four.

2. Give each group a bowl of water and an assortment of objects for testing.

3. Be sure that students predict, test, and record the results of one object completely before proceeding to the next object, rather than making predictions for all of them at once.  Hopefully they will learn from one item to the next.
Closure: (Conclusions/Results) 

1. Okay, how did we do?  Were any of you correct with every object?

2. Which items were you surprised by?

3. So we learned today that size is not the only thing to look at when you’re predicting if an object will float or not.  Sometimes we need to think about the shape of an object, if has air inside, and the weight.

