Celebrating Constitution Day

The final draft of the United States Constitution was signed in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania on September 17, 1787. Months later, enough states had ratified it
(nine out of thirteen) to officially make it our nation's new system of government.

In the years following, many citizens of the United States have celebrated the
creation of the Constitution at various times during the month of September. One
particular group, the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), has been
especially vocal in its desire to preserve the history of our Constitution and convey
its frue meaning to all Americans. In fact, DAR even erected the only structure
dedicated to the Constitution -- Constitution Hall. This memorial is registered as a
national historic landmark.

In 1955, DAR began actively petitioning Congress to proclaim the week following
September 17 as Constitution Week, in observance of our treasured document.
Because of the group's effort and dedication, Senator Wiiliam F. Knowland of
California formally initiated a Senate Joint Resolution to make Constitution Week
an annual event and on August 2, 1956, President Eisenhower signed the motion into
public law. Constitution Week was now official. '

Fifty years later, in 2005, the Constitution was in the news once again. President
George W. Bush signed public law 108-447 requiring all educational institutions
that receive federal funds to teach the United States Constitution on September
17 (or the closest school day if it falls on a weekend.) In addition, the law states -
that educators must be provided with the necessary teaching materials in order to
fulfill the mandate. Designating September 17 as Constitution Day demonstrates
the value that our government places on this historical document. Students around
the nation will now have multiple opportunities to grasp its significance.
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Preamble to the Constitution

We the people of the United States
of America, in order to form a more perfect
union, establish ,Emznm. insure domestic
tranquility, provide for the common defense,
promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.




George Washington’s Hair

EASY

size |2 paper bag

pencil Like many gentlemen

ruler of the 18th century,

scissors ' George Washington

white glue or transpareat tape ., .

30" piece of ribbon or string POWdETEd his hair
: to make it white, and

tied it behind in a

ponytail, or queue.

Georpe Warhingon {derail)
Gilbert Scuart, Amarican, £755-1424
Ol on caneas, 30% x 25K In.

Rogers Fund, 1907 07.150 .

I Draw the cutting lines on the bag and cut it as shown in the drawings
below. Reserve the cutoff pieces.
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\‘\J//Fg back

2 Cut the back section into strips to make “hair,” trimming the ends
with zigzag cuts. :

3 To give the wig a round-
er shape on top, tuck in the
corners, as shown in the
Basic Instructions, page 11.

‘I Using parts of the bag
that have been cut away, cur
four 4-inch-wide strips at
least 3 inches long.

5 Roll the strips, securing
the ends with glue or tape.
Glue or tape the rolls in
place on the sides of che wig.

6 Tie the hait in back with
a piece of ribbon or string,
tying a bow.




Teaching with Documents:
Observing Constitution Day

The Constitution Game

The following activity was developed by Rennie G. Quible, National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) Volunteer Docent, as an introduction to a unit on the
Constitution. It is frequently used by NARA volunteers with visiting school groups and
by volunteers who visit local schools.

Time required: One class period
Objective:

To describe how the members of the Constitutional Convention might have felt as they
gathered and began the arduous and memorable task of writing the United States
Constitution.

Materials needed:
Envelopes containing;:

e 1die
e 12 paper clips
¢ The following rhymed instructions:

It’s time to play a little game.

No two groups will play the same.

What and how is up to you.

The group must choose what it will do.
Use the things that you find here.

It won’t take long; you need not fear.

In six short minutes you’ll share your fame
By telling how you played your game.

Procedure:
1. Arrange students into groups of three or four.

2. Distribute one prepared envelope to each group, instructing participants to wait for a
signal to open them.
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The Constitution Game
Page Two

Instruct the students to follow the instructions contained in the envelope. Caution

them to remember how they feel as they follow the instructions.

Give the signal to begin. The word “Archives” works well as a signal.

Circulate around the room, and remind students to remember how they are feeling as
they play the game. When students ask what they are to do, simply say, “Follow the
instructions you found in the envelope.”

. After 6 minutes, instruct participants to stop the game.

. Ask a spokesperson from each group to describe the game they devised, and how they

felt as they played. Some of their remarks might include the following: We were
confused, we thought it was dumb, we did not know what to do, or we were excited
about getting to make it up as we went along.

. List the responses on the chalkboard.

. After all groups have reported, begin describing the Constitutional Conveéntion:

In May of 1787, outstanding citizens from 12 states gathered in Philadelphia. They
planned to be there only a little while. They had come to improve the Articles of
Confederation and try to create more unity and cooperation among the states. Rhode
Island sent no representatives.

How did those men feel that May? (Read the responses the students offered in
reference to their feelings toward the game.) :

Today, you used 12 paper clips. They represent the patriots who came from the 12
states. The die represents luck and each day that rolled around from May 25 to
September 17. You figured out how to play the game. They figured out how to write
our Constitution. And while they went about the great task of writing the United
States Constitution, they probably felt much the same as you did today.

Additional information about the Consﬁtution, a lesson plan related to the ratification of
the Constitution, and biographies of each signer are also available online.

A teaching packet containing a detailed Teacher’s Guide and a set of 34 document
reproductions that highlight the making of the Constitution, the beginning of the
Government, and the evolution of a constitutional issue is available for purchase from the
National Archives.

www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constituion-day/game. html
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Placemat Scavenger Hunt

1. How many articles does the Constitution have?

9.  What is the Preamble?

3. What is federalism?

4. What are the three branches of go{remment?

5. How many times has the Constitution been
_am_ended (changed)?

6. What are the first 10 amendments called?

7. What amendment lowered the voting age to 182

8. In what year was the Constitution changed to give
women the right to vote? |

9. Who is the head of the Execuﬁve Branch of the
government?

10. According to the Constitutional Timeline, what
happened ont September 17, 17877 |

11. Make a quick sketch of the building where Congress
" Imeets and label which side is for the House of
Representatives and which side is for the Senate.
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Separatron of Powers and Compromlse

- Big 3deas in the Constitution

Separation of powers

The men who wrote our
Constitution knew they wanted a
strong national government,

The government under the Articles
of Confederation just did not work.

The delegates feared that giving too
much power to any one person or
group could be dangerous.

The delegates decided that the
powers of government should be
divided. This idea is called separation
of powers.

The Legislative Branch
is Congress, Congress
makes laws, imposes
taxes and borrows
money.

The Executive
Branch is headed
by the president.

- The president has
[ many jobs. One is
to see that the

2 laws are carried

out.

The Judicial Branch
is headed by the
Supreme Court,
which decides

o . whether the laws
passed by Congress
are in keeping with
the Constitution.

Today our U S. Congress meets in the Caplt

n Washington, D.C. From this

view, the House of Representatives is on the left side and the Senate is on the right. Only
a few members have offices in the Capitol, Most have offices in nearby bulldings.

Compromise

When the delegates disagreed, they
worked out a compromise.

How was the new Congress to be set
up? How many members could each
state send to Congress? These were the
big questions, It was a debate between
big and small states. _

Virginia Plan

Virginia was a hig state.
The Virginians suggested
that the number of
members be decided by J*‘"maﬂ?f""
the number of people who _Virginia Plan.
lived in the state. s %

New Jersey Plan

A smaller state, New
Jersey, suggested that all
states, big and small,

lliam Paterson
have the same number of wrots the New

members. Jersey Pian.

Connecticut Plan

Connecticut came up
with what is called “The
Great Compromise.”

Roger Sherman wrote this plan.

The Great Compromise

This plan set up two lawmalking
groups, or “houses,” as they are called.

The House of Representatives was
to be based on the number of people
living in each state.

The other house, called the Senate,
was to have the same number of
members (two) from each state. Laws
had to be passed by both houses.

The Three-Fifths Compromise
determined the ntumber of representatives
each state could send to the House, based
on the number of slaves in that state.
While slaves could not vote, every five slaves
were counted as three “other persons”

sk okokok e * ok %k ok




Constitutional Timeline

$rom The Min Paga by Bstty Dabnam © 2008 The Mini Pege Publizhing Company Inc.

1776, July 4: 1781, March 1: | 1783, Sept. 3: 1785, .| 1788, 1787, May 25:
Declaration of | Thirteen states | Treaty of Paris | March 24-28: Sept. 11-14: Meeting to
Independence | ratify the that ends the Mount Vernon | Annapolis write a new
approved Articles of Revolutionary | Conference Convention: Constitution
by the Confederation, | War is signed. | marks first Delegates from | begins in
Continental our country’s time states several states | Philadelphia.
Congress. first meet to meet and
Constitution. discuss agree that the
‘problems. governmernt
must be
changed.
(7 :
1787, Sept. 17: | 1787, Dec. T: 1788, June 21: | 1789, April 30: | Fall 1789: The- | 1791, Dec. 15:
The Delaware The George Bill of Rights'is | The Bill of
Constitution is | becomes the Constitution Washington sent to the Rights is
signed by 39 first state to becomes the becomes the states for ratified.
delegates. ratify the . law of the land | first president | ratification.
Constitution. when New of the new '

Hampshire United States.

becomes the

ninth state to

Amendment I: | ~3

S

-

Congress shall-
make no law
respecting
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Mini Spy ...
Mini Spy and her friends are marching as Colonial
soldiers. See if you can find: * exclamation mark * kite

&2

¢ ladder

* number 3

* bell * heart
* rowboat

L] * coffee cup
* feather’

* word MINI
* lima bean
* gafety pin
* pencil

* pig’s face

* letter u

fromi The Minl Page by Beity Detriem © 2003 The Miol Fage Pubiishing Company inc-

bt PREAMBLE TRY'N

FIND

Words and names that remind us of the Preamble to the Constitution
are hidden in the block below. Some words are hidden backward or
diagonally, and some letters are used twice. See if you can find: STATES,
CONSTITUTION, RIGHTS, POWERS, TRANQUILITY, SOVEREIGNTY,
WELFARE, POPULAR, DOMESTIC, GOVERNMENT, UNITED, JUSTICE,
LIBERTY, BLESSINGS, POSTERITY.

CAN YoOU
SAY THE
PREAMBLE?
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By BETTY DEBNAM
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The Preamble

Our Const|tut|on S Purpose

Most people agree that these first Geor%e Wash;qgtortx .
_ served as president o
three words - “We the People are Faplpsabpil g

the most important words in the
Constitution. They clearly say that the
American people are in charge of their
government, This is knownas -

“popular sovereignty.” The people hold
the power.

Who are “We the People™?
In 1787, when the Constitution was

Convention. While the
Constitution was being
“worked out, he had a
printed copy of what
was being considered. In
this draft, the origmal 13 states were hsted
right after “We the People.”

of the United States, in
order to form a more
perfect unlon, establish
justice, insure domestic
tranquility, provide for
the common defense,
promote the general

written, there were almost 4 million welfare, and secure the

people in the United States. blessings of liberty to
Today there are about 300 million. ourselves and our

We the people have grown! posterity, do ordain and

-establish this Constitution
for the United States

of Arrierica The above is on[y the top of George

Washington's first page. Can you read the
original states? .

The Preamble set forth six
goals for our government:

(1) In order to form a more (3) Insure (5) Promote the general

perfect union ... The union of the domestic welfare ... State _

states under the first laws of the tranquility governments needed

land, the Articles g aee | (to promise to work together for

of Confederatmn peace within the well-being of ail {Q

were just not the country} ... citizens.

working, There The states had

Wwere many been quarreling among

problems, themselves. ' o

. {6) And secure the blessings of
(2) Establish | (4) Provide for the common § liberty for ourselves
| Justice ... defense ... During the i and oux posterity

The laws of Revolutionary War, the states Vg (descendants) ... do y

the land had , found out how hard it was to & ordain and establish

to be fair to raise money and troops. Strong (set up) this Constitution

all citizens. national forces would make a for the United States 8
stronger country. ' of America. J




Mini Constitution

. The Constitution has:

What's the big idea?

BRANCH

LPerern; EXECUTIVE
BRANCH

JUDICIAL
BRANCH

Supreme Court

Inside the Constitution are
several big ideas:

* Separation of powers: The
delegates feared that giving too
much power to any person or group
could be dangerous. So they created
three branches, or parts, of
government: executive, legislative
and judicial.

» Checks and balances: This
limits the power of each government
branch. No single branch can
overpower the others. Often, each
branch needs the help of the others
to do its job.

* Enumerated (e-NOOM-er—ate-ed)
powers: the listed powers of government.
* Implied powers: the powers that
are not listed but suggested.

* Federalism: the idea that our
government divides powers between
the national government and the
state governments.

We will have mare about the big ideas in
the issues to come.

LEGISLATIVE!

7 Our Constitution is not

s A preamble (an infroduction)
* Seven articles (sections) covering:

! Article I: The Congress
(legislative branch) g=xEs

Article II: The
president (executive
branch)

Article ITT: The judges
and national courts
(judicial branch)

.n"
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Article IV: How states
relate to each other and |
the national government. |

Article V: How the @
Constitution can be
amended or changed. é

Axticle VI: The
Constitution is the supreme
law of the land.

Article VII: Ratlﬁcahon,
or approval,

* The signatures of 39 delegates

Amendments to the Constitution

perfect. It has been
amended, or changed.
Twenty-seven amendments
have been added. The first
10 are called the Bill of
Rights (1791).

4th: !eﬂrﬂhﬁs and | of 1aw, including protection|

r;g tsofa peison
of a crime,
mcludmggdenghttnbe

Gth: nght.s to due process b

Beizures against self-incrimination.
i o 11th: rules for
= lawsnits against
‘ | EZE states (1'7951
oth: citizens et e
entitled o rights | 10th: powers not T
: 8th: untair bail, fines and | not listed in the | Listed reserved to the i
by jury. punishment forbidden. Constitution. states or the people. =——
| 16th: federal income
1) tees antherized
N (1913).

12th new way of ) ' 14th: rights of cltlzenahlp, 15th: votnng
selecting the president | 13th: slavery due process and E rights for former
and vice president, (1604) abohshed(lBGS) protection 1nder the law (1868). | slaves (1870), T
20th: dates of 21st: 18th
¥ 17th: US the Amepdment
senators to presidential [FANEABY! | repealed (1933). ¢
ge ?Iliected and B I i
y e . _ _ ; congressienal L me
ng{’%‘; 18th: sale of aleohel | 19th: women gained %‘i’;—;‘;ﬁe"’ TERM ENDS
banned (191%). nght to vote (1920) - IR E
| 28rd: people in ‘ = |26 voting 27tk :
L ¢ District o ! ge lowered |congressional .
§313| | Columbia given 1 | 1t 18 (1971). .
= ?ght to vote ity 1! : ! ! | :
2 d t | for " ! \
h?n‘iﬁ‘e s g ey, g\
! terms (1951). _( 961). we glections (1964). . disability (1967). I
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The Bill of Rights

Placemat Scavenger Hunt

1. Why was The Bill of Rights added to the
- Constitution in 17917

2. Why was The Bill of Rights not added to the original
Constitution? |

3.  Why did George Mason refuse to sign the
Constitution?

4. Which amendment is the best known?

5. Why was the third amendment included in the The
Bill of Rights?

6. What freedoms are protected in the First
Amendment?

7. Where is the original copy of The Bill of Rights
displayed?

8. Which amendment do you think is most important?
Why?
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By BETTY DEBNAM

The First 10 Améendments to the Constitution

The Bill of nghts

mmmpmwammumh-mmmcmmm

7] The 1963 Marchon
| Washington for '

This gir was
one of the

equal rights, led by thousands of
Dr. Martin Luther marchers in
King Jr, Is an the Washington
example of the march for
right fo peaceably equal rights
assemble granted in 1963.
} by the First
e Amendment.
An amendment is a change or addition. George Mason of On Oct. 2, 1789,
The first 10 amendments to the Virginia was one of the President George
Constitution are called the Bill of delegates who thought Washington sent to the
Rights. They were added in 1791 to that a bill of rights states a copy of these
limit the power of the national should be included. amendments for their
government over the people, In 1776, Mason had approval,
There were several reasons why a written the first bill of By Dec. 15,1791,
rights for the Virginia state - enough states had approved 10 of the

bﬂl of rights was not part of the
e original Constitution. Many of
' =1 the men who wrote the
==+ Constitution felt that another
2= hill of rights was not needed
because these rights were already
protected by state constitutions.
\  Others felt that the
Constitution says that all
powers not given to the
)222=1] government go to the people.
They thought that making a list of
people’s rights was not a good idea
because they might leave one out.

constitution. Many other states copied
his ideas. Mason refused to sign the
U.8. Constitution because it did not
have a bill of rights.

James Madison of
Virginia realized that
a bill of rights had to
be added if the
Constitution was to
be accepted. Some
states had agreed to
sign only if this was done.

Madison was elected to serve as a

We thank the staff of the National Archives
and Lee Ann Potter, director of

education and volunteer
programs, for their help.

representative to the first Congress
under the new Constitution. He
presented 17 amendments to Congress.
These were cut down to 12.

amendments so that the Bill of Rights
went into effect. .
The two amendments that were not
adopted dealt with the salary of the
members of Congress and a change in
the number of members allotted to -
each state. ‘

The First Amendment:
“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petltlon the government for a redress

of grievances.”

The First Amendment of the
Constitution is the best-known. In
fewer than 50 words, it sets down
many of our basic rights.

* Kk k ok koK kK



Mini Guide: The Bill of Rights

First Amendment
A * Freedom of
6".v‘ O religion means that
@ . Congress cannot

pass a law setting up
a religion that everyone must follow.
You are free to worship as you please.
) ¢ Freedom of
speech means that
you are free to speak
_ out and give your
side of things. Others
| are free to listen. However, there are
some limits, You can’t shout “fire” in
a crowded room when there is no fire.
* Freedom of the
fore] press means that
H members of the press
do not have to get what
they are planning to
print or say approved by the
government beforehand. They are
free to print what they wish as long
as it is not a deliberate lie.

; * Freedom of

g assembly means that
Y you are free to meet
peacefully.

* Freedom of
?‘% . petition means
B that you are free
-l 1o ask the
‘ government to
correct thmgs that you think are
wrong.

“Site to see: The National Archives at

W, _.art;hiVes.QQV' _

Look through your hewspaper for stories

about people using rights guaratiteed
theri by the Bill of Rights.

The Mini Page is created and edited by

Betty Debnam reason o take away your propert government are
- i aso way y reserved to the states
Associate Editors Staff Artist ; ; : _
Tali Denton Wendy Daley fox: pllfp 11(1!;111 Sf’ 1t mﬁt pay you a fair or to the people.
Lucy Lien price for that property. :

Second Amendment

* Guarantees the right
to bear (carry) arms
, (weapons). Congress
B cannot prevent people from

B owning guns for their own

protectlon However, states and local
governments can make laws about
who may own them.

Thlrd Amendment
* This

amendment stops
X the government
4| from forcing

. citizens to keep
soldiers in their homes. In
Colonial times, citizens were forced
to offer rooms to British soldiers.

Fourth Amendment

¢ Limits
searches and
seizures. This
amendment says
that before a police officer can enter
your home, he must have a warrant,
or legal paper from a judge, giving
permission for a search or.arrest.
Frfth Amendment

: ; Grants the
following rights:

* A person cannot
be brought to trial
for a serious crime until a grand
jury, made up of a group of citizens,
has studied the charges.

* If you have been tried for a
crime, the government cannot bring
you to trial again for the same crime.

* A person accused of a crime
cannot be forced to say anything
against himself (no self-incrimination).

* The government cannot take
away your life or property, or put you
in prison, without “due process of law.”

» If the government has a good

froen The Mind Page by Batty Debnar © 2008 The Mini Page Publishing Company e,

Sixth Amendment

Lists the rights
you have if you are
charged with a

¥ ¥ crime. It guarantees:
* a gpeedy trial as soon as
possible after your arrest.

* a fair jury of citizens who live in
the same area where the crime was
supposedly committed.

» a report of exactly what crime
you are accused of.

* an opportunity to defend
yourself against any witness who
testifies against you.

* a lawyer to represent you, pald
for by the government if you are
unable to pay yourself.

Seventh Amendment

» Extends
your nght toa.

: A civil cases
(those dealmg with disagreements
between two people or people
and their governments). These
are not punishable by death,
Eighth Amendment

¢ The government

cannot demand a

_ person to pay bail or

' fines that are too high
and unreasonable.

Also, punishment for a crime cannot
be cruel or unusual. ‘
Nmth Amendment

* Entitles you to
~~\ rights not listed in
2 the Constitution.
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Congress meets in
New York City

The first Congress met in Federal Hall in
New York City in 1789, According to the
Constitution, there were 26 senators and
65 representatives. Federal Hall is no
longer standing. :

Why New York City?
The Bill of Rights document

begins: “Congress of the United
States begun and held at the City of
New York on Wednesday, the fourth
of March, one thousand seven
hundred and eighty nine.”

What was Congress doing in
New York? New York City was
then the capital of the United
States. In 1790, Philadelphia became
the capital, and then Washington,
D.C., became the capital in 1800.

Irom The Mini Paga by Batty Dubnars © 2008 Tha Mini Page Publianing Company ir

Celebrating Bill of Rights Day, Dec. 15

The original
engrossed
copy of the
Bill of
Rights
hangs on
display

in the
National
Archives
Building in
Washington,
D.C.ltis so
faded that
it is hard

to read. :

Ever since the year 1941, the president
of the United States has issued a
proclamation, or official announcement,
that Dec. 15 is to be celebrated as Bill of
Rights Day.

s
it Ll

Bill of Rights Day

On Dec. 15, 1791, Virginia
became the 11th state to ratify, or
approve, the first 10 amendments
to the Constitution. They became
the law of the land.

One of the amendments that
failed to pass dealt with the

House of Representatives in
Congress. - - ‘

The other dealt with
congressional pay raises.

An amendment dealing with
raises was approved in 1992 by the -
addition of the 27th Amendment to
the Constitution.

i
. % number of the members of the
i

] When a citizen of one country
has taken steps to become a
citizen of another country, we
say he or she is “naturaliz i
Many new U.S. citizens are
naturalized on Bill of Rights Day
i at the National Archives building

in Washington, D.C. The Bill of
Rights is on display along with .
the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution.

photo courtesy Nationel Anhives
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Mini Spy ...

Mini Spy and Basset Brown

are writing a petition for healthier
school lunches. See if you ean find: ® man in the moon * peanut

W ™
t
I o Nevs
| e Ho‘mds

* strawberry

TR
e

e \ 0

» number 7

¢ exclamation

. mark

* kite

* hourglass

» carrof

s ruler

e question
mark

* pencil

e fish

* gailboat

¢ aITOw

Prown

POMMITEOU

FIND

Bill of Rights "Fip

Words and names that remind us of the Bill of Rights are hidden In the
block below. Some words are hidden backward of diagonally, and
some letters are used twice. See if you
ASSEMBLE, AMENDMENTS, JURY,
OF RIGHTS, GOVERNMENT, SPEECH, PRESS, POWERS, RELIGION,
GEORGE, MASON, JAMES, MADISON, PETITION, TRIALS.

can find; CONSTITUTION,
APPROVAL, DELEGATES, BILL
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HOW TO MAKE A FORTUNE TELLER FOR THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

L Fold your square piece of paper in half. Fold it in
half again.

2. Unfold your paper. (Y ou should have four small
squares.)

'Fold each corner to the center.

Turn ovei'.

Fold each corner, again, to the center.
Fold in half.

Place your fingers into the ﬂaps and work it out.

®» N o ok »

Make a crease, dividing the top into eight sections
or triangles. (Before making the crease the top
looks like four diamonds.) - Write the numbers 1-8
on the top.

9.  Write the numbers 1-8 on the inside triangles.

10. Write eight questions and answers about the U.S.
Constitution and The Bill of Rights under the
second set of numbers.

11. When you are done see me for your grade.

12. Find a friend who is done with their fortune teller
and quiz each other.




MERICAN HISTORY PLAY |

“Founding
~ Fathers

how did the 13 Colonies come
together to create a nation?

by Kathﬁ Wilmore
INTRODUCTION |

nder British rule, the I3
American Colonies existed
T ) mainly as,separate units.
Each had been settled for different reasons.
Economies and industries differed, and so
did values and ways of life. Winning the
American Revolution was a giant step
toward nationhood, But the habits of more
than a century pfoved hard to break.

Once the stafes’ common enemy was
gone, they began to come apart. What
united the 13 states of America?
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Words to Know

-'nanfedaraﬂnn: an alliance of

-independent groups united fora.
common need of interest,

» delagate; a person authorized to
represent others, suchas ata
convention or conference.

« democracy: a system of government by

directly or through reprasentatives.

= gxecutive: the branch of government
that manages the country’s affairs
and carries out its laws.

{ *+ monarchy: a system of government led
'hy someane whose power is inherited
and who asually rules for life,

= repuhlic: a system of government in
which the supreme power liesina
hody of citizens who are entitled o
vote for officers and representatives
respansihle te them,

as]

the peaple in which the majority rules,

i ¥ ¥
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fScene 1 |
Narrator A; In 1781, a few months
before Britain's surrender, America
adopted the Articles of Confedera-
tion. The Articles established a central
government, but it was too weak o
enforce its own laws. In' 1786, Alexan-
der Hamilton, a veteran of the Ameri-
can Revolution, expresses his worry.
Alexander Hamilton: The Articles of
Confederation aren’t working!

James Duane: Congress was so afraid
of creating a federal [national] gov-
ernment as powerful as the King, it
leaned oo far in the other direction.
Betsey Hamiitan: Nothing requires
states to cooperate. For instance,
Congress may set taxes, but can't
make anyone pay them.

A. Hamilton: The same was true during
the war, General Washington was
desperate for soldiers and supplies.
But if a state ignored Congresss order
to send them, we were out of luck! If
America is attacked again, it will be
just as hard to defend ourselves.

B. Hamifton: The money is a mess,
too. A shopkeeper who gave mea
South Carolina dollar as change last
week refused it as payment roday.
Buane: James Madison has called a.
convention to be held this Septem-
ber in Annapolis, Maryland. State
delegates will discuss our problems
with trade and finance.

A. Hamilten: I will propose that we
hold another convention, to discuss
the Articles of Confederation. They

OCTOBER 31, 2005
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MERICAN HISTORY PLAY/WE THE PEQPLE

are broken and must be fixed—
or tossed out!

Narrator A: Only 5 of the

13 states send delegares to
Annapolis. The rest fear thata
stronger federal government
could rurn America into a
monarchy. But the attending
delegates agree with Hamilton.
| They schedule a convention to
start on May 14, 1787, in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

|fcene 2
Narrator B: Every state but Rhode
Island sends delegates to the
Philadelphia convention. Most
delegates have been told to
make only minor changes to the
Articles. Any changes must be
approved by the legislatare [law-
making body] of every state.
Suspicion runs high. On a
Philadelphia street corner, ..
Blacksmith: Those fellows keep
the doors locked and windows -
shut—in this heat! I'll bet they're plot-
ting to seize control of the country.
't Seamstress: I heard that they are
. | going to invite King George's son to
't become King of America.
Chambermaid: Bur General Washing-
ton and Mr. Franklin are in there!
After all they risked to win our free-
dom from Britain, I don’t think they
will let anyone else grab it.

fcene 3

Narrator €: [s it possible to give a fed-
eral government enough power to be
effective, but not so much char it
.overwhelms the rights and freedoms
of states and individual people? The
delegates search for solutions. .
George Washington: Mr. Randolph has
'| proposed a national government
whose officers are elected by the
people. Mr. Gerry is opposed.
Elbridge Gerry: Thar kind of govern-

Delegates at the 1787 Constitutional Convention
- argued for four months before reaching agreement.

ment would take power away from
the states!

Roger Sherman: What if we have state
legislatures elect national legislamures?
"The people should have as lirtle to do
with government as possible.

Gerry: Fine with me. We already suf-

fer from too much democracy.Ina

democracy, the majority rules. But

most people are ill-informed and

easily misled.

George Mason: I disagree. We must
_ respect the rights of every class

of people, not just the'wealthy

and educated!

James Madison: If people elect only

local leaders, and local leaders elece

state [eaders, and then stare leaders

elect national ones, we will lose sight

of the people altogether!

Narrator C: The delegates realize that
there is no way to fix the Articles. To
remain a nation, they must come up
with an entirely new agreement—a
Constitution of the United States.

Scene 4

Narrator D: Through the long, hot
summer, proposals are made, argued
over, and scrapped. By September...
Washington: We have established a fed-

-~ eral government with three branches:

legislative, executive, and judicial. We
shall have one executive, instead of
the three proposed by Mr. Randolph.
Edmund Randelph: I am now satisfied
that the other two branches will
balance cthe power, keeping the
executive from having too much.
Hamilton: We also balanced Congress.

JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC
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Eventually, it becomes clear that the only |
way to ensure full acceptance of the /
Constitution will be to add a Bill of Rights.

'Virginia Plan supporters wanted Con-
gress’s membership based on a stare’s
. population or wealth. New Jersey
Plan supporters wanted every state,
large or small, to have the same num-
ber of members. We were deadlocked.
Madison: Then Mr. Sherman proposed
the Great Compromisc. Senate mem-
bership will be two per state, regard-
less of size. House membership will be
based on ‘each state’s population.
Gerry: I hate the decision to count a
- slave as three fifths of a person!
Hamilton: Not countirig slavesarall
- would misrepresent the Southern
states’ sizes. But if we counteach
slave as a person, how could we not
let him vote? We had to compromise!
Gerry: Everything we have decided so
far is about structure. Form of gov-
ernment, who controls the military,
who the money. But we are forget-
ting the people’s basic rights!
Madison: Isn’t it clear that all righes
not spelled out as belonging to
government belong to the people?
_Gerry: No. Not everyone is honest and
‘fair. If we dortt spell out individual
rights, we will leave the people unpro-
tected from leaders who abuse power!
Natrator D: Finally, the delegates have
a Constitution acceptable to most.
On September 17, 39 of the 42
delegates still in attendance sign it.
Gerry, Mason, and Randolph do not.

fcene §

Narrator E: For the Constitution to
become law, at least 9 of the 13
states must ratify [approve] it. Buta
war of words explodes. Federalists
want a national government, which

the Constitution would establish.
Anti-Federalists do not. Hamilton,
Madison, and John Jay anony-
mously publish a series of essays,
now known. as The Federalist Papers.
Hamilton: More people are reading
our essays than we ever imagined!
John Jay: Madison’s latest essay argues
that the Constitution would create
a'repubiic, which is better than a .
pure democracy. Pure democracies—
citizens assembling to administer gov-

ernment themselves—eventually fail. -

Hamilton: The Constitution would
help officials balance the desires of
the people who elect them against
the good of the nation as a whole.
Senators, elected statewide, will see
things differendy from Housc
members, who answer to smaller -
communities. But to make laws, the

“Senate and House must compromise.

Then the President must agree.

Jay: We also have the Supreme
Court to strike down laws that
violate the Constitution.

Narrator E:In June 1788, leading
Virginians meet to vote on ratifica-
tion. Patrick Henry, a fiery speaker,
addresses the assembly.

Patrick Henry: Are stares to give up
their independence? This Constitu-
tion grants too much power to federal
officials. What is to keep them from
abusing that power? Guard the public
liberty with jealous atrention. Suspect
everyone who approaches that jewel!
Narrator E: Eventually, it becomes clear
that the only way to ensure full
acceptance of the Constiturion will be
to add a Bill of Rights. In 1789, 10

amendments, written by Madison,

become that Bill. They guarantee
individual rights that Americans still
rely on, including freedom of speech.

Afterword

Some of the men involved in
creating the Constitution and Bill of
Rights went on to play key roles in
the new republic. Washington was
the first President. Madison was the
fourth, Jay was the first Chief Justice
of the U.S. (head of the Supreme
Court). Hamilton was the first Secre-
tary of the Treasury. Along with John
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and Ben-
jamin Franklin, they are considered
the Founding Fathers of the United
States of America. The decisions they
made had a profound effect on the
nation—continuing to this day. J8

& WORD MATCH
4 1. delegate

A. government led by

aKing or Queen
2.legislature B. government run
by citizens’
representatives
3.monarchy C.approve
4. ratify b.1awmaking body

E. representative at f
aconvention |

5. republic

Imagine that you are responsible for

. writing the hasic faws of your town o

city. List the five laws that you think
are the most important. Then write a
paragraph explaining your choices.

OCTOBER 31, 2005
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The Words in the preamble and What They Mean . ...

PREAMBLE: The first part of something, an introduction.
WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES: All the people in our country, including kids.

IN ORDER TO FORM A MORE PERFECT UNION: To come together and make things better
for everyone who lives in our country. '

ESTABLISH JUSTICE:To make things fair and honest for everyone.

INSURE DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY: To make sure we can all have a nice life and get
along with one another.

PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE: To protect us from other people or countries
who might try to harm us, as in a war, and to help us if we have been harmed.

PROMOTE THE GENERAI. WELFARE: To help make life good for everybody. Having enough
to eat, a place to live, being safe, and having friends and fun times are some of the things

that make our lives good.

| AND SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY: To protect oux rights and freedoms and not let
anyone take them away. Being able to choose our religion, to say what we think, and to
get together with friends, family, and other people are some of the freedoms we have.

TO OURSELVES AND OUR POSTERITY: For kids, parents, other grown-ups, and all the
people born in our country after we are.

DO ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION: To write down, and then to live by,
a list of rules and promises for our government to keep and our people to obey.

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Our country—where we live. .

From: We the Kids
By David Catrow

ISBN 0-8037-2553-1




' The Words in the Preamble and What They Mean ...

WE THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES:

All the people in our country,
including kids.

IN ORDER TO FORM A MORE

To come together and make things

PERFECT UNION: better for everyone who lives in our
' country.
ESTABLISH JUSTICE: " To make things fair and honest for
everyone.
INSURE DOMESTIC To make sure we can all have a nice
TRANQUILITY: life and get along with one another.

PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON

To protect us from other people or

DEFENSE: countries who might try to harm us.
PROMOTE THE GENERAL To help make life good for
WELFARE: everybody. Having enough to eat, a

place to live, being safe.

AND SECURE THE BLESSINGS

To protect our rights and freedoms

OF LIBERTY: and not let anyone take them away.
TO OURSELVES AND OUR For kids, parents, other grown-ups,
POSTERITY: and all the people born in our

country after we are.

DO ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH
| THIS CONSTITUTION:

To write down, and then to live by, a
list of rules and promises.

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA:

Our country---where we live




‘The Words in the Preamble and What They Mean . ...




- TORN PAPER MURAL: THE BILL OF RIGHTS

NOTE: This strategy can be used with any unit of study.

Materials for each group: - Group Roles:

* 12x18 black construction paper * Idea Gatherer

* Assorted colored construction paper * Material Gatherer
cut into 6"x6" squares o * Glue Stick

* Glue Sticks * Presenter

1. Assign four students per group and have each student select a role.

2.  Explain to students that they are going to create a Torn Paper Mural
that will feature 10 or more symbols that represent the Bill of Rights.
Tell students that they are only to use their hands to tear out the
symbols. No pens, pencils, rulers or scissors are to be used! They
simply TEAR OUT the symbols. The group's mural must also include a
slogan or a title (i.e., The Bill of Rights). These letters must also be
torn out.

3.  Have the Material Gatherers pick up the needed materials.

4,  Instruct the Idea Gatherers to lead a quick brainstorm session with
the group to come up with 10 or more symbols that range from
Amendments 1-10.

5.  All group members tear out the symbols. One group member should
work just on the title. Once there are enough symbols /letters torn
out, the group member in charge of gluing can begin his/her job.

6.  Students WRITE their names on the BACK of the mural.

7.  The Presenter presents the mural to the class, explaining the symbols
and amendments.

8.  Collect, grade, and display. This is a great project fo display at Open

Housel




PREAMBLE COLLAGE

A collage is an art project that uses a combination of pictures and
words that illustrate a topic.

Using newspapers and magazines, create a collage about the Preamble
to the U.S. Constitution.

Your collage should include words AND pictures that illustrate ALL of
the five goals as well as other words in the Preamble.

We the people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect union, (1) establish justice, (2) insure domestic
tranquility, (3) provide for the common defense, (4) promote
the general welfare and (5) secure the biessings of liberty to

ourselves and our posterity do ordain and establish this

Constitution for the United States of America.

LEEIESEERANESENNEEREENEERSY,
M EEssassmsnddCEadcaNEnamaN

Pictures and words should be cut out and glued on neatly.
Work as a team!

Your collage should cover almost the whole paper, leaving NO GAPS!




“PREAMBLE”
Read Around

Procedure

L.

Distribute the numbered phrases among the students. If you have fewer
students than phrases, have some students double up on some of the
shorter ones.

Inform students that they will take turns speaking their words in a loud
and dramatic fashion. They will speak in sequence so fast and clear that
the rendering of the Preamble will be seamless — as if one, not 30+
students, is speaking the words.

“You will read the Preamble’s words several times. You are responsible
for doing your part effectively. Try to memorize the words. If you need
to, rewrite the words in pen on the back of the paper (facing you).”

Allow one minute for students to write their phrases on the back of the
paper if they need to do so.

Have students form a circle in numerical order around the room. Tell
them to hold their papers at chest level, facing the center of the circle.

When all is ready and quiet, begin with the student who is #1. The first
and second reading rounds will be imperfect. Expect better
performances in subsequent rounds.

While students are still in a circle, a brief follow-up with some questions
and discussion of vocabulary might be appropriate.



2 - THE PEOPLE

e e - - o f—————- - —— e L 2 8 e

3 ~ OF THE

4  UNITED STATES,




5 IN ORDER




9 ESTABLISH JUSTICE

11 DOMESTIC

12 TRANQUILITY,



13 PROVIDE FOR

14 THE COMMON

16 PROMOTE



17 THE GENERAL

WELFARE,
18 AND
19 SECURE THE

20  BLESSINGS OF
~ LIBERTY



21  TO OURSELVES
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23  OURPOSTERITY,

24 DO ORDAIN



27 THIS
CONSTITUTION,

28 FOR THE
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THE BILL OF RIGHTS

Read the situations below and decide which basic rights of Mr. Silverman, an
American citizen, were violated.

1. | Mr. Silverman was prevented by the 1. Freedom of speech and religion.
authorities from speaking on the subject of
his religion.

" 2. | Mr. Silverman was reading a book when
local police officers broke down his door
and began searching for stolen property.
They did not say a word to Mr. Silverman
about why they were there.

3. | Mr. Silverman was put in jail for failing to
pay his parking fine. Bail was set for
$10,000.

4. | Mr. Silverman was found guilty for failing
to pay his parking fine. The judge ordered |
Mr. Silverman to turn in his driver’s license

and not drive again for 10 years.

5. | Five years later, after Mr. Silverman was
put in jail, he was tried again in court for
the same crime and was fined $500.

6. | Mr. Silverman was told by the head of a
local National Guard that five soldiers
were going to spend the next month in his
home.

7. | Mr. Silverman owned a newspaper and
was told that he could not print his ideas
because the President did not like his ideas.

8. | Mr. Silverman was not told why he was
arrested for speeding. He was put in jail
for over a month before a trial date was set.
He was told he could not have a lawyer.




Name

Senate vs. House

Perhaps the fiercest arguments during the Constitutional Convention came when the delegates began to
determine how power should be divided in the governments. Eventually a compromise was reached. It was
called the Great Compromise.

Read the statements below. Determine if each statement is true of the Senate only, the House of Representatives
only, or if it is true for both. Circle the S if the sentence is true for the Senate only. Circle the H if the
statement is true for the House only. Circle both the § and the H if the statement is for both the Senate and
House members. ' ' -

Each state has only two members in its ) .
To qualify, a person must be a citizen for seven years.
They vote on bills.
.. Sole Power?
A candidate must be 25 years old.
Members serve a term of six years.
Two-thirds of them are required to override the President’s veto.
They must approve the President’s choice for Supreme Court Justice.

A person must be a citizen for nine years to qualify to be one.

R B N ol

They are members of Congress.

oy
=

They serve a term of two years. A President/Vice
This has the most members. President?
Bills can start here. -
It’s candidates must be at least thirty years old.
They choose a Speaker as their leader.

It’s President is the Vice-President of the United States.

e e e e el
AN L L

Members must be an inhabitant of the state in which they are chosen.

[um—
=~

Money bills must start here.
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They have the power to hold a trial for all impeachments.

Challenge: On the back of this paper make a Venn diagram using all the statements
listed above.



Name

AMENDMENLS

Directions: Write down the number of the amendment which is being described.  An
answer may be used more than once.

0 ® NSOy

T T T T e T
© ® N o R WD RO

20.
21.

The f1rst ten amendments to the Constitution are called the

Amendment that says no cruel or unusual pumshment

Amendment that says you cannot be tried twice for the same crime.

Amendment that gives you freedom of speech.

Amendment that gave us income tax.

Amendment that says yoil may own weapons for lawful purposes.
Amendment that did away with slavery.
Amendment that says you have the right to a lawyer.
Amendment that gives us freedom of the press.
Amendment that says you do not have to testify against yourself.

This amendment made the voting age eighteen.

This amendment gives us freedom of religion.
Amendment says the government has to give fair price for property. '
Amendment that says warrant is needed for search or arrest.

Amendment that gave women the right to vote.

Amendment that gives you a right to a speedy trial.
Amendment that protects you from soldiers staying in your home.
Amendment that says no excessive bails or fines.

You cannot be tried for a major crime unless a Grand Jury sees good
reason.  Amendment

Amendment that gives you the right of peaceful assembly.

Amendment that says no person shall be denied equal protection under
the laws of the United States.




\.

Benjamin Franklin George Washington

1. 1fought in the Revolutionary War.

Benjamin Franklin George Washington
2. | signed the Declaration of Independence.

Benjamin Franklin George Washington
3. | invented many things including bifocals and the lightening rod.

Benjamin Franklin George Washington
4. | am called the Father of My Country. :

Benjarmin Franklin George Washington
5. | was the first President of the United States.

| Benjamin Franklin ~ George Washington

6. | am famous for writing Poor Richard’s Almanack.

Benjamin Franklin George Washington
7. |led the delegates who wrote the U.S. Constitution.

Benjamin Franklin George Washington
8. | worked as a printer.

Benjamin Franklin George Washington
9. | started a newspaper in Philadelphia.

Benjamin Franklin George Washington

10. | worked as o surveyor and a farmer.
Benjamin Franklin George Washington
© 2007, Julie Vickery-Smith - http./iwww.theholidayzone.com
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ABOUT CONSTITUTION DAY

In 1952, President Harry S. Truman signed a bill that moved I Am an American Day from the third Sunday in May to September
17 in order for the holiday to coincide with the signing of the U.S. Constitution in 1787. Congress renamed the holiday Citizenship
Day. A joint resolution passed in 1956 requested that the president proclaim the week beginning September 17 and ending
September 23 each year as Constitution Week.

In 2004, Senator Robert C. Byrd of West Virginia entered an amendment to the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005 to
change the name of the September 17 holiday to Constitution Day and Citizenship Day. The purpose of Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day is to commemorate the creation and signing of the supreme law of the land and to honor and celebrate the priv-
ileges and responsibilities of U.S. citizenship for both native-born and naturalized citizens.

Byrd’s amendment, known as Public Law 108-477, requires that all schools receiving federal funds hold an educational program for
their students on September 17 of each year. This lesson, which is adapted from curricular materials on the Constitution produced by
the Center for Civic Education, is designed to assist schools and federal agencies to meet the requirements of this law.




OBJECTIVES . PROCEDURE

By the end of this leseon, students will @ Begin the lesson by telling students that it

@ understand what the Constitution is and is Constitution Day. Ask students if they
what it does for them; have ever heard of the Constitution and

to share what they know about it.
2] recognize key images related to the

Constitution and its history. © Read background information about the
Constitution aloud to students. Use either
the story provided here or other suitable

TERMS To KNOW + lD ENT]FY materials. (Some SChOO].S haVB Constitution
books geared toward younger students.)

American flag ® After reading the background story,

Benjamin Franklin check for students’ understanding.

Bill of Rights © Prepare students to play the Matching
Game by sharing the following rules

Constitution with them:

courts Rules for Matching Game

George Washington ®  All cards will be placed face down on

y the carpet or table.
James Madison

® (ne student will be called on to turn

law any two cards over. If the cards match,

signing the Constitution the student will pick up the cards and
take another turn. If they do not

White House match, the student will turn their two

cards back over and it will be the next
student’s turn.

MATERIALS ® The game ends when students have

matched all the cards. The student

© Background story on the Constitution with the most matches is the winner.

(page 5) © Play the Matching Game.
© Five to six sets of game pieces

® Show each picture to students.
(pages 11-14)

® Do a practice game with five students
while the other students observe.

® Divide the class into groups of four or
five, and have the students play the

game in their groups.




@ After students have played for ten
minutes, have them clean up the game
and settle down into their seats. Show
each picture to the students, and have
them describe something that they

have learned about that image.

BACKGROUND STORY

ON THE CONSTITUTION

In 1787, a group of men met because they
did not like the way the government worked.
They fixed the government by writing the
Constitution. We call these men the Framers.
The Framers are famous. George Washington
was a Framer. Benjamin Franklin and

James Madison were Framers, too.

The Framers met during a hot summer in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They had a lot of
arguments about how to fix all the problems of
the government. In the end, they agreed to the
words in the Constitution. The Constitution

created a new government.

After the Framers wrote the Constitution,
they asked the states to vote to approve it.
It took some time, but all the states did
approve the Constitution.

Some people did not like the Constitution.
Some people thought the Constitution did not
do enough to protect the rights of the people.

After the Constitution was approved, the
Bill of Rights was added. The Bill of Rights
is the first ten amendments, or changes,

to the Constitution.

The law is the set of rules that we live by. The
Constitution is the highest law. It belongs to
the United States. It belongs to all Americans.

The Constitution says how the government
works. The government has three parts. The
executive branch has the president. He or she
lives and works in a place called the White
House. The legislative branch is the Congress.
The judicial branch is the courts.

The Constitution lists some key rights. Rights
are things that all people have just because
they are alive. The Bill of Rights is a part of
the Constitution. The Bill of Rights lists many
rights of the people. By listing the rights, the
Bill of Rights makes rights special. They are
made safe.

The Bill of Rights protects important ideas. It
protects your right to say what you want. It lets
you think for yourself. It keeps the laws from
being too hard. It gives rules for the police.

The Bill of Rights lets you believe in God if
you want. No one can tell you not to believe.
It lets you gather with your friends to talk.

It makes sure that newspapers can print

true stories.

The Bill of Rights also protects your home.
It helps keep Americans safe. Today, we are
happy the Bill of Rights was added to the
Constitution.




NOTES FOR THE TEACHER What Is a Constitutional Government?

The following content is provided as teacher Having a constitution does not mean that

background for the lesson on the Constitution. a nation has a constitutional government.
If, for example, a constitution provides for the

S unlimited exercise of political power by one

What Is a Constitution? P P J S

a few, or many, it would not be the basis for a

A constitution is a set of fundamental customs, constitutional government. If a constitution says

traditions, rules, and laws that set forth the basic that power is to be limited, but it does not

way a government is organized and operated. include ways to enforce those limitations, it also

Most constitutions are in writing, some are . . o
& is not the basis for a constitutional government.

partly written and partly unwritten, and some
are not written at all. The principles of constitutional and limited

governments are intertwined. Limited govern-
If you study the constitution of a government, ments are characterized by restraints on power,
you will be able to answer the following such as laws that both the rulers and the
questions about the relationship between the governed must obey, and free and periodic

overnment and its citizens. : o -
g E elections. The opposite is unlimited govern-

Government ment, in which those who govern are free to

e Wh h use their power as they choose, unrestrained by
at are the purposes ; 2 3 P
PHTP laws or elections. Aristotle described unlimited

of the government?
government as tyranny. Today the terms autacracy,

®  How is the government organized? dictatorship, or totalitarianism are frequently

®  THow does the government operate? used to describe such governments.

Crizang What Are the Characteristics

®  Who is a citizen? of the Higher Law?

® Do citizens have any power or control In a constitutional government, the constitution,
over the government? If so, how do or higher law, has the following characteristics:

citizens exercise their powers? s B e
P ® It sets forth the basic rights of citizens.

®  What rights and responsibilities i o

® Tt establishes the responsibility of the

do citizens have? .
government to protect those rights.

By this definition of a constitution, nearly

g S, = ® ]t establishes limitations on how those in
every nation has a constitution. Good govern-

G overnment may use their powers with
ments and bad governments have constitu- & Y P

) regard to citizens' rights and responsibilities
tions. Some of the worst governments have 8 8 r ’

T 3 ; ; the distribution of resources, and the
constitutions that include lists of the basic ;

. - ; . control of conflict.
rights of their citizens. A list of rights does
not mean that the citizens actually enjoy

those rights.




® It can be changed only with the wide-
spread consent of the citizens and according
to established and well-known procedures.

Source: Constitution for the United States of America.
Center for Civic Education, 1987.

How Did the Framers
Create the Constitution?

The U.S. Constitution was written at a con-
vention held in Philadelphia in 1787. The
following describes the idea of a constitutional
convention, how the Philadelphia Convention
came to be, some of the most important people
who attended it, and some of the first steps

they took to create our present Constitution.

What Attempts Were Made
to Solve the Problems of the
Articles of Confederation?

Many political leaders, including Alexander
Hamilton and James Madison, were dissatisfied
with the government under the Articles of
Confederation. They claimed the government
was inadequate for meeting the problems of
the United States.

A number of prominent leaders suggested
holding a meeting of representatives of all the
states. This idea of holding a special meeting, or
convention, to discuss constitutional changes,
instead of using the legislature, was an American
invention. Most of the early state constitutions
had been written by state legislatures. In 1780,
Massachusetts became the first state to hold a

constitutional convention.

By 1786, Madison and other leaders decided
that if a convention could be used successfully in

a state, 1t was worth trying at the national level.

In 1786, a meeting to discuss commercial prob-
lems was held in Annapolis, Maryland. Only
five states sent representatives. Disappointed
at the low turnout, Hamilton, Madison, and
others wrote a report asking Congress to call
a meeting in Philadelphia to suggest ways
to change the Articles of Confederation to
strengthen the national government. Congress
did so after a delay of several months. Delegates
to the Philadelphia Convention were authorized
only to propose amendments to the Articles,
not to develop an entirely new constitution,

which is exactly what they did.

Who Attended the
Philadelphia Convention?

Fifty-five delegates attended the meeting

that later became known as the Philadelphia
Convention. This group of men are now often
called the Framers of the Constitution. Most of
the delegates were fairly young: the average age
was forty-two. About three-fourths of them
had served in Congress. Most were prominent
in their states, and some had played important
parts in the American Revolution. Some dele-
gates were wealthy, but most were not.

A French diplomat in America at the time
said that the Framers “without being rich

are all in easy circumstances.”

Contemporary observers were impressed by
the quality of the delegates to the Philadelphia
Convention. Another French diplomat stationed
in America observed that never before, “even
in Europe,” had there been “an assembly more
respectable for talents, knowledge, disinterest-
edness, and patriotism.” From Paris, Thomas
Jefferson wrote to John Adams in London that

the convention “is an assembly of demigods.”




We should remember, however, that some

of the Framers were men of modest abilities
or questionable motives. Probably the most
balanced view of the men at Philadelphia has
been given by Max Farrand, a historian,

who wrote the following:

Great men there were, it is true, but the
convention as a whole was composed

of men such as would be appointed to

a similar gathering at the present time:
professional men, business men, and
gentlemen of leisure; patriotic statesmen
and clever, scheming politicians; some
trained by experience and study for the
task before them; and others utterly unfit.

It was essentially a representative body.

Most of the Framers’ stories are worth telling
in detail. The following two are of particular
importance.

George Washington George Washington
was probably the most respected and honored
man in the country. During the Revolutionary
War, he left Mount Vernon, his Virginia
plantation, to lead the American army to
victory over the British. When the war was
over, Washington returned to private life.
Although convinced of the necessity for

a strong national government, he was not

interested in holding public office.

At first, Washington refused the invitation to
attend the Philadelphia Convention. He later
agreed to be a delegate from Virginia, fearing
that if he did not attend, people might think

he had lost his faith in republican government.
Washington was unanimously elected president
of the convention, although he was not active in

the debates. His presence and support of the

Constitution, together with the widespread
assumption that he would be the nation’s first
president, were essential to the Constitution’s
ratification by the states.

James Madison Of all the Framers, James
Madison probably had the greatest influence on
the organization of the national government.
Born in 1751, Madison was one of the youngest
of the revolutionary leaders, and by 1787 his
talents had long been recognized and admired.
In 1776, at the age of twenty-five, Madison
was elected to the Virginia convention, where he
was named to a committee to frame the state
constitution. There, he first displayed his lifelong
commitment to freedom of religion. Madison
was instrumental in persuading George Mason,
author of the Virginia Declaration of Rights,
to change the clause that guaranteed “toleration”
of religion to one that secured its “free exercise.”

As a leader in Virginia politics and a member
of the Confederation Congress, Madison was
active in the 1780s in support of a stronger
national government. His influence at the
Philadelphia Convention was great, in part
because he brought with him a plan he had
already developed for creating a new national
government—the Virginia Plan. After much
debate over alternatives, this plan was used

as the basis for discussion on improving the

national government.

Had it not been for Madison, we probably
would not know much about what happened
during the convention. The Framers had decided
to keep the discussions a secret, although delegates
were free to take notes. Madison attended nearly
every session and kept careful notes. Much of
what we know today about what happened in

the convention is based on his records.




After the convention, Madison collaborated
with Alexander Hamilton and John Jay to write
a defense of the new Constitution. This defense
was a series of eighty-five articles written for
newspapers in New York. In 1788, the articles
were collected in a book titled The Federalist.
The articles urged citizens of New York to vote
for delegates to the state ratifying convention
who were favorable to the Constitution. 7he
Federalist is probably the most important
work written on the basic principles and ideas

underlying our constitutional government.

What Other Important
Delegates Attended?

In addition to Washington and Madison, the

delegates included many other prominent men.

Benjamin Franklin was eighty-one and in poor
health, but because he was internationally
respected, his mere presence lent an aura of
wisdom to the convention. Alexander Hamilton,
although one of the strongest supporters of a
strong national government, was outvoted
within his own state delegation and left in
frustration before the convention was half over.
He returned for a few days and signed the
completed document in September. Hamilton
later played a major role in the struggle over
ratification, as a principal author of The
Federalist and as the leader of pro-Constitution
forces in New York. James Wilson, although
not as well known as Madison or Hamilton,
was also a major influence in shaping the theory
of the Constitution. Later, Wilson led the
Federalist forces in Pennsylvania. In 1789,
President Washington appointed him to be

a justice of the Supreme Court.

Besides Madison and Wilson, the delegate who

spoke most frequently at the convention was

Gouverneur Morris of Pennsylvania. Edmund
Randolph, who as Governor of Virginia was
officially the head of the Virginia delegation,
introduced the Virginia Plan to the convention.
Randolph, however, refused to sign the completed
document. Roger Sherman of Connecticut
was instrumental in forging the Connecticut
Compromise on representation in Congress.
George Mason, author of the Virginia
Declaration of Rights, believed that the national
constitution also should contain explicit guar-
antees of fundamental rights. Like Randolph,
he did not sign the Constitution. Elbridge
Gerry, who also refused to sign the Constitution,
later led the forces against ratification in
Massachusetts. Later still, he served as vice

president under President James Madison.

What Important Founders Did
Not Attend the Convention?

There also were some important political leaders
who did not attend the Constitutional Convention.

Thomas Jefferson was in Paris as the U.S.
ambassador to France. John Adams, who was
recognized as a leading American political
thinker, was serving as U.S. ambassador to
Great Britain. Adams had been a principal
architect of the Massachusetts constitution of
1780. The first volume of his Defence of the
Constitutions of Government of the United States
of America had also appeared in early 1787.

Patrick Henry, the revolutionary leader, refused
to attend the Philadelphia Convention. He was
against the development of a strong national
government and was suspicious of what might
happen at the convention. He supposedly said,
“I smell a rat” to explain why he would not
attend the Convention.




Other leaders not present at Philadelphia
included John Hancock, Samuel Adams, and
Richard Henry Lee. Besides these prominent
individuals, one state—Rhode Island—refused

to be represented at the convention.

What Happened When
the Convention Began?

By Friday, May 25, 1787, eleven days after the
convention was scheduled to begin, delegations
from a majority of the states were present in
Philadelphia. George Washington was unani-
mously elected president of the convention,
and a committee was appointed to draw up

the rules for the meeting.

The delegates agreed that each state would
have one vote at the convention, even though
the delegations varied in size. They also agreed
that a member could not be absent from the
convention without permission if his absence
would deprive his state of its vote. In addition,
delegates adopted a rule making it possible to
reconsider issues freely. This way no decision
had to be permanent until the entire plan

was completed.

The Framers decided that what was said in the
convention should be kept secret. There were
two reasons for this.

® The Framers wanted to develop the best
constitution they could. This required a
free exchange of ideas. They were afraid
that if their debates were made public,
many of the delegates would not feel

free to express their real opinions.

® The Framers also thought the new consti-
tution would have a greater chance of
being accepted if people did not know

10

about the arguments that went on while
it was being created.

Once the rules were agreed on, the convention
got to work. Almost immediately, the Framers
decided to ignore their instructions from Congress
to limit their work to amending the Articles of
Confederation. Instead, they voted to work on

the development of an entirely new constitution.

Source: We the Peaple: The Citizen & the Constitution,
Level 3, Lesson 11, “Who Attended the Philadelphia
Convention? What Did They Agree to Do?”

Center for Civic Education, 1995.
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OBJECTIVES )
L4 ] Drawing paper
Students will develop an awareness of the © Pencils
Constitution by exploring what it is and why
I O Crayons
1t 18 1important,
@ Paper towels
TERMS TO KNOW + IDENTIFY © Pretzels with three sections
- © Red, white, and blue glitter
citizens
O Glue
Congress
Congtititici @ Gold ribbon or string
@ . . .
B Recording of a patriotic song or two
judges
laws PROCEDURE
president
By now, your classroom is up and running,
rights and your classroom rules have been established
rules with the help of your students.

@ Display your classroom rules poster. Take

' a few minutes to review how and why your
MATERIALS class rules were developed. Remind students
that the class made rules so that everyone

© Classroom rules poster could be safe, learn, and have fun. Tell

©® “The Constitution Poem” (page 12) students that our country also made rules,

called laws, so people could be safe and free.
© TImages of the following. These can be taken

from any magazine or newspaper or down- © Show the image of the U.S. Constitution.

loaded and printed from the Internet. Identify the document, and tell students

the Constitution is the law, or rules, of the

¢ US. Constitution (page 8) United States. The Constitiution was written

®  President of the United States over two hundred years ago and signed
® A multicultural group of people on September 17, 1787.
of different ages © Display the other images listed in the
®  Congress in session materials section. Read “The Constitution
®  Supreme Court or a judge Poem” and point to the displayed prints as

they are mentioned in the poem.

®  The signing of the U.S. Constitution
(pages 2 and 3)




(6]

After reading the poem, you may want to
go back and add details. For example:

®  Job of the president—to enforce
the laws

®  Job of Congress—to make the laws

®  Job of the judge—to decide what the

laws means when there are questions

Explain to students how these jobs repre-
sent the three branches of government
described in the Constitution. Tell students
how important it is for all the branches to
work together to create, enforce, and
follow the law of the United States.

Ask students: “What are rights?” Have
students share what they think rights are.
Tell students that rights are what people
have just because they are alive. Help
students identify the protection of rights
as one of the most important ways that

the Constitution protects us, the citizens.

Tell students that the Constitution pro-
tects important ideas. For example, it lets
you think for yourself, keeps you safe, and
lets you gather with your friends and talk.

Identify some of the authors, or Framers,
of the Constitution such as George
Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and
James Madison (see pages 9-11).

Encourage students to read with you as

you reread the poem.

Sing or listen to one of your favorite patriotic
songs, or play the songs softly in the back-
ground as the students draw the picture
described in procedure 8.

© Have each student draw a picture of him-
self or herself following a school or neigh-
borhood rule. The illustration should
include a label or caption telling about

the picture.

© As students are drawing their pictures,
work with small groups of children to
make a Constitution necklace.

Each student will need a labeled paper
towel. Place a pretzel on the towel. Put
glue on the pretzel. Each ring of the
pretzel will be covered with a different
color of glitter: one red, one white, and
one blue to represent the three branches
of government. After the pretzels dry,
loop an appropriate length of gold ribbon
or string through each pretzel and tie to
create a necklace.

Students can wear their Constitution
necklaces as they share their illustrations
showing good citizen behavior with

the class.

NOTES FOR THE TEACHER

The following content is provided as teacher
background for the lesson on the Constitution.

What Is a Constitution?

A constitution is a set of fundamental customs,
traditions, rules, and laws that set forth the basic
way a government is organized and operated.
Most constitutions are in writing, some are
partly written and partly unwritten, and some
are not written at all.




If you study the constitution of a government,
you will be able to answer the following ques-
tions about the relationship between the gov-

ernment and its citizens.

Government

®  What are the purposes

of the government?
®  How is the government organized?

®  How is the government supposed

to go about doing its business?

Citizens
®  Who is a citizen?

® Do citizens have any power or control
over the government? If so, how do
citizens exercise their powers?

®  What rights and responsibilities
do citizens have?

By this definition of a constitution, nearly
every nation has a constitution. Good govern-
ments and bad governments have constitu-
tions. Some of the worst governments have
constitutions that include lists of the basic
rights of their citizens. A list of rights does
not mean that the citizens actually enjoy
those rights.

What Is a Constitutional Government?

Having a constitution does not mean that

a nation has a constitutional government.

If, for example, a constitution provides for the
unlimited exercise of political power by one, a
few, or many, it would not be the basis for a
constitutional government. If a constitution says
that power is to be limited, but it does not
include ways to enforce those limitations, it also

is not the basis for a constitutional government.

The principles of constitutional and limited
governments are intertwined. Limited govern-
ments are characterized by restraints on power,
such as laws that both the rulers and the
governed must obey, and free and periodic
elections. The opposite is unlimited govern-
ment, in which those who govern are free to
use their power as they choose, unrestrained by
laws or elections. Aristotle described unlimited
government as tyranny. Today the terms auocracy,
dictatorship, or totalitarianism frequently are
used to describe such governments.

What Are the Characteristics
of the Higher Law?

In a constitutional government, the constitution,

or higher law, has the following characteristics:
® [t sets forth the basic rights of citizens.

® Tt establishes the responsibility of the
government to protect those rights.

® ]t establishes limitations on how those in
government may use their powers with
regard to citizens’ rights and responsibilities,
the distribution of resources, and the
control of conflict.

® [t can be changed only with the wide-
spread consent of the citizens and according
to established and well-known procedures.

Constitution for the United States of America.
Center for Civic Education, 1987.

What Are Rights?
Rights are moral or legal claims justified in
ways that are generally accepted within a society

or the international community.




Where Do Rights Come From, and
How Do They Relate to One Another?

Rights set individuals or groups apart from

each other and entitle them to be treated in a
particular way. Most Americans think about their

place in society and the world in terms of their

rights. However, rights are complicated.

Who May Hold Rights?

Rights may be held by individuals, classes or

categories of individuals, or institutions.

Individuals The idea that individuals can
hold rights reflects the belief that humans
should be considered autonomous and
self-governing. This includes the belief
that each individual should possess certain
fundamental rights, such as those to free-
dom of thought and conscience, privacy,
and movement. The emphasis on the rights
of individuals is reflected in natural rights
philosophy and exemplified in the Declaration
of Independence by the statement that
“all Men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of happiness.”

Classes or categories of individuals

These commonly are created by constitutions
and statutes and provide a basis for treat-
ing categories of people differently. For
example, the United States Constitution
protects the right of persons eighteen years
of age or older to vote. By the laws of
several states, only people who have joined

a political party can participate in that

party’s primary, or nominating, elections.

Institutions Institutions such as schools;
government institutions at the local, state,
and national levels; unions; universities;
business partnerships; and corporations
also hold certain rights.

What Are the Common
Categories of Rights?

Personal rights These relate to individual
autonomy, including freedom of thought
and conscience, privacy, and movement. The
idea that human beings are autonomous,
self-governing individuals with fundamental
rights is central to the natural rights
philosophy of John Locke. The rights of
life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of
happiness are said to come from God or
nature. The purpose of government is

to protect those rights.

Political rights These rights address
political participation and also are granted
by the Constitution or statutes. Examples
are the right to vote and to engage in political
activities, such as supporting particular

candidates for office or running for office.

Economic rights These include choosing
the work one wants to do, acquiring and
disposing of property, entering into contracts,
creating and protecting intellectual property
such as copyrights or patents, and joining
labor unions or professional associations.
Most economic rights trace to constitutions
or statutes. Many people consider economic
rights associated with property ownership

to be personal rights as well.

Source: We the People: The Citizen & the Constitution,
Level 3. Center for Civic Education, 2008.
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THE CONSTITUTION POEM

The Constitution Poem
By Teri Delich

The Constitution is the law,
The highest in the land.

And everyone in the U.S.A.
Is expected to obey.

The president, the Congress, and the judges too,
All have different jobs and know just what to do.

They all work together for the rights we share—

So we can be free and the rules be fair.

Now—

Put your hands together,
Shout a hip-hip-hooray
For the Framers of this law
On Constitution Day!

12




Signers of the Constitution

Preparation

Make a poster of the map titled “The 39 Signers of the Constitution of the
United States” and post in the front of the room.

Glue the fact cards for each of the 39 signers individually on construction
paper and laminate.

Directions

Give each student a fact card (several students can have more than one card
depending on class size.)

Have the signers from each state come up to the front of the room as a
group. One by one they introduce themselves as a signer and tell the class a
few details about their accomplishments (from the fact card) and have them
sign the map next to their state.

To debrief, have students make observations and comments about the
signers (i.e. how many names did they recognize and why; what gender were
all the signers and why; figure out the average age of the signers; who were
the oldest and youngest signers; which states had the most/least signers.

Notes

The fact cards/pictures are from http://www.constitution.org/img/ so you may want to
download better pictures or enlarge them.

More detailed information about the signers can be obtained from:
http://www.nps.gov/history/historyonline boks/constitution/biol.htm
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Abraham Baldwin - Age 32

I am a delegate from Georgia, born in
1754 in Connecticut. Because I stayed
at the Convention, Georgia was assured
to have a quorum of its delegates
present, and could vote.

Richard Bassett - Age 42

I am a delegate from Delaware, born in
Maryland. I am a statesman, lawyer and
farmer. I helped to establish the
Methodist church in the United States. 1
attended all sessions of the Convention
except August 6-14.

Gunning Bedford, Jr. — Age 40

I am a delegate from Delaware, born in
1747 in Philadelphia. I am a farmer by
trade and I am the Attorney General of
Delaware. At the Convention, I
defended the interest of small states.

John Blair — Age 55

I am a delegate from Virginia. I was
born in Virginia in 1732. At the
Convention, my support of Washington
and Madison provided the vital third
vote needed for Virginia to approve the
Constitution.

William Blount — Age 38

I am the delegate from North Carolina.

[ was born in 1749 in North Carolina. 1
am a land speculator and manufacturer.
I had no major role in the Convention.

David Brearley — Age 42

I am the delegate from New Jersey. |
was born in New Jersey in 1745. ITama
Chief Justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court. | am also the first
delegate elected by any State to the
Constitutional Convention.

Jacob Broom — Age 35

I am a delegate from Delaware, born in
1752 in Delaware. I attended every
session at the Convention except for
June 5-12. I support the small states’
demand for equal representation and the
election of the president by electors.

Pierce Butler — Age 43

I am a delegate from South Carolina,
born in 1744 in Ireland. At the
Convention I moved for rules to keep
the proceedings secret. As a planter, |
am a strong spokesman for Southern
slaver-holders.




William Few — Age 39

I am a delegate from Georgia. 1 was
born in Maryland in 1748. | served as
one of Georgia’s first U.S. Senators. 1
attended the sessions irregularly and did
not have a major role in the Convention.

Daniel Carroll — Age 57

I am a delegate from Maryland. 1 was
born in 1730 in Maryland. ITama
planter and a businessman. I signed two
historic documents—the Articles of
Confederation and the U. S.
Constitution. I oppose having the states
pay members of Congress, and I also
oppose giving the central government
power to tax exports.

Jonathan Dayton — Age 26

I am a delegate from New Jersey, and I
am the youngest person to sign the
Constitution. 1 was born in 1760 in New
Jersey. At the Convention my support is
with the small states’ demands for equal
representation and opposition to slavery.

John Dickinson — Age 54

I am a delegate from Delaware, born in
1732 in Maryland. I support the balance
between state and nation which
characterizes our Federal system.

George Clymer — Age 48

I am a delegate from Pennsylvania. |
was born in 1739 in Philadelphia.
Because I was busy in the legislature, |
took little part in the writing of the
Constitution, but I am taking a more
active role in the debates.

Thomas Fitzsimons — Age 46

I am a delegate from Pennsylvania. |
was born in 1741 in Ireland. I am also
the first Roman Catholic elected to
public office in Pennsylvania. I served
as a representative in the first U. S.
Congress under the Constitution. I am
considered an expert in foreign trade and
shipping.

Benjamin Franklin — Age 81

I am a delegate from Pennsylvania and
the oldest at the Convention. I was born
in 1706 in Boston. I am a retired printer
and expert statesman, and | am hosting
the Convention. I remained active in the
debates throughout the summer. I am
the tension breaker and I lend stability to
the Convention.

Nicholas Gilman — Age 32

I am a delegate from New Hampshire,
born in New Hampshire in 1755.
Politics is an important part of my life,
but I didn’t participate very much at the
Convention since I did not arrive until
July 23",

S\gnu—s a




Nathaniel Gorham — Age 49

I am a delegate from Massachusetts,
born in 1738 in Massachusetts. I am
taking an important role in writing the
Constitution. I am proposing staggered
terms for Senators, and also proposing
the appointment of judges by the
President with the advice of the Senate.

Alexander Hamilton — Age 30 or 32
A delegate from New York I was born
in either 1755 or 1757. 1 am a lawyer.
Along with James Madison and John
Jay, I wrote The Federalist Papers,
which helped secure the ratification of
the Constitution. I feel strongly about a
strong centralized government.

Jared Ingersoll — Age 37

A delegate from Pennsylvania, I was born
in 1749 in Connecticut. I am a prominent
lawyer in Philadelphia, and considered
the act of signing the Constitution “as a
recommendation.”

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer — Age 64
I am a delegate from Maryland, born in
1723 in Maryland. I am a planter and |
gladly joine my long-time friend, George
Washington, in efforts to construct a
stable national government.

John Langdon — Age 46

I am a delegate from New Hampshire,
born in 1741 in New Hampshire. I am a
shipbuilder, and I distinguished myself
for patriotism, generosity, and
liberalism, in more than 35 years of
service to state and nation.

William Livingston — Age 63

I was born in New York in 1723 but I
am a delegate from New Jersey. Iama
lawyer and also the Governor of New
Jersey. I am considered a hero of the
Revolutionary War and I urge my state
to early ratification.

William Samuel Johnson — Age 59

[ was born in 1727 in Connecticut, and I
am a delegate from Connecticut. I am
one of the first U.S. Senators from
Connecticut.

Rufus King — Age 32

[ was born in 1755 in Maine, but l am a
delegate from Massachusetts. I served
in public office under the first six
Presidents of the United States. During
the Convention I speak frequently to
clarify issues and propose common
sense solutions.
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Robert Morris — Age 53

I was born in England in 1734 and I am
a delegate from Pennsylvania. I am one
of only two men to sign the three most
important documents of the Era—the
Declaration of Independence, the
Articles of Confederation, and the U.S.
Constitution. I nominated George
Washington as President of the
Convention, and I am hosting
Washington in my home during the
Convention.

Charles Pinckney — Age 29

I am a delegate from South Carolina
where I was born in 1757. 1 am one of
the youngest members at the
Constitutional Convention. I support a
strong central government.

Thomas Mifflin — Age 43

A delegate from Pennsylvania, I was
born in 1744 in Philadelphia. 1ama
politician, farmer, and merchant. I
attended the entire Convention, but |
appear on the record only as seconding a
motion.

Gouverneur Morris — Age 35

[ am a delegate from Pennsylvania. 1
was born in 1752 in New York. I am an
accomplished orator and writer,
businessman and lawyer. 1 am the most
frequent speaker at the Convention, and
I wrote the Preamble and stylized the
Constitution.

James Madison, Jr. — Age 36

[ am a delegate from Virginia, born in
Virginia in 1751. I am called the
“Father of the Constitution” because I
labored on the groundwork for the
Constitutional Convention and helped
win ratification. I am taking careful
notes of the proceedings so future
generations will know about the
Convention.

James McHenry — Age 33

A delegate from Maryland, I was born in
Ireland in 1753. 1 am not able to stay at
the Convention the entire time due to
my brother’s illness. Fort McHenry at
Baltimore, where the “Star-Spangled
Banner” was inspired, is named for me.

William Paterson — Age 41

I am a delegate from New Jersey, born
in 1745 in Ireland. I am one of the main
authors of the Constitution, and I serve
as governor of New Jersey. Iama U.S.
Senator and an associate justice of the
Supreme Court.

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney — Age 41
I am a delegate from South Carolina and
also a cousin to Charles Pinckney. I was
born in 1746 in South Carolina. 1 am a
lawyer and a planter, and I strongly
oppose any provision which threatens
slavery.
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George Read — Age 54

Born in Maryland in 1733 [ am a
delegate from Delaware. I am one of six
Founding Fathers who signed both the
Declaration of Independence and the
United States Constitution. I favor
strong national government and I
propose that the President be given the
power to appoint members of the U.S.
Senate.

John Rutledge — Age 48

I am a delegate from South Carolina
where I was born in 1739. Along with
my fellow South Carolinians, I favor a
national government.

Roger Sherman — Age 66

I am a delegate from Connecticut, born
in 1721 in Massachusetts. Along with
Robert Morris, I signed the Declaration
of Independence, the Articles of
Confederation, and the United States
Constitution. I suggested the
Connecticut compromise, and bring
practical experience in government to
the debates.

Richard Dobbs Spaight, Sr. — Age 29
I am a delegate from North Carolina
where [ was bornin 1758. Iama
planter and I attended the Convention
from beginning to end, which enabled
North Carolina to keep its vote. 1 am
one of three Founding Fathers who
dueled over politics. (I died as result.)

Hugh Williamson — Age S1

I am a delegate from North Carolina but
[ was born in Pennsylvania in 1735. 1
am well educated—a minister,
professor, physician, astronomer,
merchant, and legislator. I am an active
participant in the Convention, speaking
up for representation based on
population.

James Wilson — Age 45

I am a delegate from Pennsylvania, born
in 1742 in Scotland. 1 am regarded as
the leading lawyer of Philadelphia. I am
one of the hardest-working and most
vocal delegates to the Convention. |
firmly speak for the rights of the people
to elect members of Congress and the
President.

George Washington - Age 55

I was born in 1732 in Virginia. lam a
delegate from Virginia and the President
of the Convention. By trade, [ ama
farmer. I stand as the man most
responsible for the founding of freedom
in the United States. I worked against
great odds to win independence from
Great Britain, then pulled quarreling
states together into a permanent union
under the Constitution. 1 was the first
President of the United States. 1 am
considered a hero by the examples I set
throughout my life.
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OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to:

PREPARATION

Identify the three functions
of government.

Sort a list of governmental
tasks into executive, judi-
cial, and legislative.

Handout A: The Tired
King—1 per student
Handout B: King Louie’s
Letters—Cut out 1 letter
per pair of students and
place the letters in King
Louie’s basket.

Handout C: In Your Own
Words (Optional)—1 per
student

King Louie’s Basket—A
container to hold the let-
ters

King Louie’s Signs
Sample Letters—Cut out
the three letters.

Unit lll: Authority

LESSON 2: THE TIRED KING

Overview

In this lesson, students are introduced to the three functions of
government (legislative, judicial, and executive) through a story
about an overworked king who must handle all the tasks of gov-
ernment. Next, students are given descriptions of the three func-
tions of government and asked to match tasks to departments
(lawmakers, executives, and judges). Finally, students create job
descriptions for lawmakers, executives, and judges.

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

National Civics Standard 5: Understands the major char-
acteristics of systems of shared powers and of parliamen-
tary systems. Level 11T (Grade 6-8) (1) Understands the pri-

mary responsibilities of each branch of government in a sys-
tem of shared powers (e.g., legislative, executive, judicial) and
ways in which each branch shares the powers and functions

of the other branches.

California History Social Science Content Standard 5.7:
Students describe the people and events associated with
the development of the U.S. Constitution and analyze the
Constitution’s significance as the foundation of the
American republic. (4) Understand how the Constitution is
designed to secure our liberty by both empowering and limit-
ing central government and compare the powers granted to
citizens, Congress, the president, and the Supreme Court
with those reserved to the states.
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Procedure

B. Teacher Reading—The Tired King

1. Tell students that they are going to hear a story about an imaginary king in a make-believe
kingdom. Explain that this king, King Louis the Umpteenth, is exhausted because he has
been running the kingdom with no real help. To make it run smoother, he has an idea. Tell
students that the idea King Louis comes up with is one that our own government today is
modeled on.

2. Distribute and read aloud Handout A: The Tired King.
3. Check student comprehension by asking the following questions:
+  Why was King Louie tired? (He had too many jobs to do.)

 Where did King Louie’s jobs come from? (Letters written by people in his kingdom.)

« What jobs did the letters ask King Louie to do? (Make new rules, catch people who broke
the rules, decide what to do with people who break the rules.)

+ What did King Louie decide to do about his jobs? (Form departments to help him run
his kingdom.)
C. Paired Activity—Reading King Louie’s Letters

I. Tell students that they are going to play the part of King Louie’s nobles. Their job will be to
read the letters in King Louie’s basket and decide where each letter should go.

2. Tell students to look at the story of The Tired King to find King Louie’s departments. As
students name each department, place King Louie’s Signs on the board.

+ Department #1—Lawmakers. Make new rules to keep the kingdom running smoothly.

* Department #2—King’s Guards. Enforce the rules to make sure that everybody is safe.
Catch people who break the rules.

¢ Department #3—Judges. Decide what the rules mean. Hold trials to decide if someone 1s
guilty of breaking the rules.

3. Explain to the class that you have taken three letters from King Louie’s basket to show them
how to decide where each letter should go. Read each Sample Letter. Ask students:

»  What job is the letter talking about?
«  Which department should do that job?

Fasten each letter beneath the correct sign.
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4. Have each pair of students take one of King Louic’s letters from Louie’s Basket. Explain that
they should read their letter and use Louie’s Signs on the board to decide which department
should do the job.

As pairs finish, ask them to place their letter under the correct sign.

D. Debriefing—Finding the Right Department for the Job

1. Read each letter aloud and ask the class to determine if the letters are under the correct signs.
Help the class re-categorize any letters that are placed incorrectly.

2. Lead a discussion using the questions below:

* Do you think that King Louie’s government will run more smoothly now? Why or why
not?

« Do you think it is a good idea to divide up certain tasks in a government? Why or why
not?

3. Explain to students that having three branches of government is very important to our
democracy. Americans, past and present, have not liked the idea that one person, or king,
could be in charge of all tasks and all decisions the government makes. This helps our gov-
ernment run more smoothly and protects the rights of our citizens against a ruler that might
be unfair.

Tell students that our federal government has three branches: the legislative (Congress), the
executive (headed by the president), and the judicial (headed by the Supreme Court). Ask stu-
dents:

e Which of these branches is like the lawmakers? (Congress)
»  Which of these branches is like the king’s guards? (Executive)
*  Which of these branches is like the judges? (Judicial)

Tell students that in the next Adventures in Law and History lesson they may be talking some
more about this.

Enrichment (Optional)
1. Who Might Help?

Have students brainstorm problems in the community or nation. Once you have compiled a
list, ask which branch of government might be able to do something about each of the
problems.

2. In Your Own Words

Distribute Handout C: In Your Own Words to each student. Ask students to describe each
of King Louie’s departments in their own words and give one example of a job that each
department might do.

3. Help Wanted

Have students write “Help Wanted” classified ads describing jobs from each department and
qualifications and skills necessary.
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The Tired King

King Louie the Umpteenth ruled over a large kingdom. It
had thick forests, green fields, and peace-loving peo-
ple. His tall stone castle was full of fancy furniture,
beautiful paintings, and precious jewels. But King
Louie had a big problem.

King Louie was a very tired man. He was tired
because he had too many jobs to do. Finally, King
Louie couldn't stand it anymore. He told all the
nobles of his kingdom to meet in the throne room
of the castle.

King Louie marched into the throne room. He was ;
followed by three pages who huffed and puifed under
the weight of three heavy bags. The pages dumped the

contents of each bag into a huge basket beside Louie's throne. King
Louie sat down on his throne. He looked at the basket and sighed. "This
basket is full of letters from the people of my kingdom,” he said. "They
all need my help. Listen to this...” Louie pulled a letter out of the basket
and read it.

Dear King Louie,
The pe.op/e, of my w'”gje. want to let their cows
and sheep eat the grass in the village seuare.

We need a new rule to keep us from fighting
about the grass.

Signed,
Sam, the Shepherd

I

Unit lll: Lesson 2

(©) 2004 Constitutional Rights Foundation Handout A, page 1
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"This is an important problem,” said Louie. "But [ can’t spend my time
making new rules for every village. I need help!” King Louie pulled a
second letter out of the basket.

Dear King Louie,
Every night, somebody comes and stels vegetables out of my
garden. Please come and catch him for me.

Signed,
Hungry Hamah

-

“First, they want me to make the rules,” he groaned. "Now they want me
to catch the people who break my rules. I can’t do both. I don't have
time!” King Louie pulled a third letter out of the basket.

Dear Kfmg Loule,
It‘h&n\(we)cama\fhemomwirose‘fftrefomtabo\m.
Plense come ond help us decide if he did this dirty
deed.

Ciped,
Bunwt—Out Eameta

-

"Do you see my problem?” asked Louie. "First, I have to make the rules.
Then I have to see that everyone follows my rules and now...” Louie
waved the third letter in the air. "Now I have to decide what to do with
people accused of breaking my rules.”

Unit lll: Lesson 2
(©) 2004 Constitutional Rights Foundation Handout A, page 2
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"We need rules. We need to make sure people follow the rules. And we
need to decide how to use the rules fairly. That is too much work for me
to do alone.” King Louie looked at his nobles. "So I am going to form
three new groups, or departments, to run my kingdom more smoothly.”

Next, King Louie clapped his hands three times. The royal artist brought
out three signs. Each sign described the different jobs that Louie's new
departments would do.

King Louie held up the first sign. "Department #1
will be called the Lawmakers,” said Louie. "The
lawmakers will make new rules to keep the
kingdom running smoothly.”

King Louie held up the second sign.
"Department #2 will be called the King's
Guards,” said Louie. "They will enforce the rules
to make sure that everybody is safe. And they
will catch people who break the rules.”

King Louie held up the third sign. "Department #3 will be called the
Judges,” said Louie. "They will decide what the rules mean. And they
will hold trials to decide if someone is guilty of breaking the rules.”

"Take this basket,” Louie told his nobles. "Read the letters. I want you to
decide which new department should do the job described in each let-
ter. Now, I am going to take a nap.”

Unit IlI: Lesson 2
(©) 2004 Constitutional Rights Foundation Handout A, page 3



King Louie’'s
Department #2

KING'S GUARDS

Enforce the rules
to make sure that
everybody is safe.

Catch people who
break the rules.



(¢) Constitutional Rights Foundation
www.crf-usa.org

King Louie's
Department ¥l

LAWMAKERS

Make new
rules to keep
the kingdom

running
smoothly.



King Louie’'s
Department #3

JUDGES

Decide what the
rules mean.

Hold trials to
decide if someone
is guilty ot
breaking the rules.
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Sample Letters

Dear King Louie,

I need to get some sleep. We need a mew nule in my village to
stop people from making loud noises at night.

Tired Mary
- Which department should do the job?

Dear King Louze,

A musiczan th my village plays hts {rumpe{ untzl
| o clock every nzgh{ The rule says no loud
hotses late at night. Please catch him when he
breaks the rules.

Sleepy Marie
e Which depar{men’r should do the J'ob.?

Dear Kihg Louie,

The musician admits that he plays the trumpet every night. ‘The
rule says, no loud noises late at night. The musician says
that ]} o'clock is not late. Can you help us decide if he is
breaking the rules?

Wide Awake Wayne
* Which departmertt should do the job?

y .
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King Louie’s Letters

Dear King Louie,

Two knights from your kingdom keep fighting in our
pastures. We need our pastures to grow crops and feed the
cows. We need a new rule to keep the knights from ruining

our pastures.
David Deadgrass
« Which department should do the job?

Dear King Louie,

Yesterday, two of your knights got into a big fight. Their
horses stomped all the wheat in my field. Your new rule
says, "No knights shall fight in the farmer’'s fields.” Please

catch these knights who are breaking the rules.
Carrie Wheatcrush
» Which department should do the job?

Dear King Louie,

One of your guards saw two knights fighting in a farmer’s
wheat field. The rule says, “No knights shall fight in the farm-
ers’ fields.” But both knights said they were slaying a dragon
on that day and were nowhere near the field. Please hold a
trial to decide if these two knights are guilty of breaking the
rules.

Suspicious Sid

*Which department should do the job?
— A

Unit 11l Lesson 2
(©) 2004 Constitutional Rights Foundation Handout B, page 1
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need a new rule to keep the farmers from racing their wag
ons through our village.

Vera the Villager
« Which department should do the job?

Dear King Louie

Every morning, farmers hurry to get their fruits and veg-
etables to market ahead of each other. They race past my
front door in their heavy wagons. It is very dangerous. We

Dear King Louie,

Yesterday, a farmer nearly ran over my child. The new rule
says, "Farmers must drive slowly through the village.”

Please enforce the rules to make sure everyone is safe from
these farmers.

Worried Father
« Which department should do the job?

?
| BV

Dear King Louie,

One of your guards caught a farmer racing his wagon
through our village. The farmer says he was driving slowly.
Please hold a trial to decide what your new rule means

when it says "Farmers must drive slowly.”
Connie Confused
« Which department should do the job?

-

Unit lll: Lesson 2
(©) 2004 Constitutional Rights Foundation Handout B, page 2
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Dear King Louie,

My daughter Sally won't go to school. She says she doesn't
care about learning. I don't want her to be stupid. We need
a new law to keep our children in school.

Esther Slipoff (Sally’s mother)
« Which department should do the job?

#
bl

Dear King Louie,

I saw Sally Slipoff in the next village on a school day. Your
new rule says, "All children must go to school.” Please catch
Sally when she breaks this rule.

Sally's Teacher
* Which department should do the job?

P
L..._.-d.--w

Dear King Louie,
One of your guards caught Sally Slipoff skipping school. Sally
says she is not a child anymore. Please hold a trial to decide

what your new rule means when it says, "All children must
go to school.”

Larry Slipoff (Sally's father)
* Which department should do the job?

i

Unit Ill: Lesson 2
(©) 2004 Constitutional Rights Foundation Handout B, page 3
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Dear King Louie,

[ own the mill in my village. Last month I ground Tom Pitt's
corn. He had no money to pay me. Now he refuses to pay
me. We need a new rule saying that people must pay for

their corn when I grind it.
Bill Miller
« Which department should do the job?

Dear King Louie,

Bill Miller owns the mill in our village. Every time I take
corn to his mill to be ground he steals some from me. Will
you help me catch him stealing?

Tom Pitt
« Which department should do the job?

Dear King Louie,

Tom Pitt and Bill Miller have been fighting about grinding
corn in the mill. They argue day and night. The new rule says
that people must pay the miller when he grinds their corn.
Please come and decide if anybody is guilty of breaking the
rules.

Chester Peacemaker
« Which department should do the job?

— A

Unit llI: Lesson 2
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Dear King Louie,

Someone has been sneaking onto my land and shooting the
deer that live there. We need a new law that says that
animals belong to the people who own the land.

Bob of York
*Which department should do the job?

P
‘L——-—-"f"'”

Dear King Louie,

Yesterday my son was almost killed by a man who was

hunting deer in the forest. These hunters are not following
the law. Please come and make sure that everybody is safe
from hunters in the forest.

Scared Steve

* Which department should do the job?

#
| USRI

Dear King Louie,

My family is hungry. I need to be able to hunt wild animals
in the forest. Wild animals belong to no one. Please come
decide what the rule means that says, "Animals belong to

the people who own the land.”
Henry Hunter

« Which department should do the job?

.

Unit lll: Lesson 2
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Name Date

In Your Own words

Describe in your own words what each of Louie's New Departments
does. Give an example of a job that each department might do.

Lawmakers.

For example:

King's Guards.

For example:

Judges.

For example:

Unit lll: Lesson 2
(©) 2004 Constitutional Rights Foundation Handout C
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The Constitution of the United States ?

YA

After the Revolutionary War, the former colonies faced many decisions. i
They no longer recognized British laws or British government. Still, o
people needed laws and government. Soon, the states began to set up N
their own governments. Different states had different laws. They had w
different taxes. They even had different systems of money. People ind
thought of themselves as citizens of one state — not citizens of a country. ¥
g

America’s founders knew that for the new nation to survive, all thirteen N
2

states would have to work together. America needed a national
government. On May 25, 1787, delegates from every state except
Rhode Island met in Philadelphia. At first, these fifty-five men did not
all agree about the best system of government. They talked about
different governments. They debated. And they compromised. They
worked for nearly four months. The system they finally agreed upon
had three branches. The legislative branch would make laws. The
executive branch would carry out the laws. The judicial branch would
decide what the laws meant.

Working together, the delegates wrote the U.S. Constitution.

The Constitution explains how the three branches of government
function. It also sets rules for all three branches. On September 17,
1787, thirty-nine delegates signed the final draft of the Constitution.

The Constitution is still the basis of U.S. government today.
The original copy of the Constitution 1s
housed in a special display case in
Washington, D.C.
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ANTICIPATION GUIDE

The Constitution of the United States

Directions: Read the following statements.

Decide if the statements are TRUE or FALSE.

After reading about the Constitution, read the statements again to see if
you need to change any of your responses.

1. The people of Rhode Island did not want
a national government.

Before Reading

After Reading

2. The Constitution was written in
Philadelphia.

3. George Washington was the father of
the Constitution.

4. The Constitution established three
branches of government.

5. Only men signed the Constitution.

6. The Constitution is no longer in use
today.

7. All the delegates to the Convention
signed the Constitution.
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September 17, 1787.

That was one of the
proudest days of my life.
That was the day we signed
the Constitution of the
United States.

Our country was very young
then. We had fought a war
with England and gained
our independence. But we
weren’t quite sure how to
run our new country.

In fact, the United States
was in trouble. In our new
country, we had 13 states,
but they were not working
together. Each state had
its own government and its
own rules. Each state
wanted to do things its own
way. Sometimes it seemed
as though the states were
ready to fight each other!

We were worried that our new nation would fall apart. So,
some of us decided to meet in the city of Philadelphia and

see what could be done.
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In the hot and sticky summer of 1787, we gathered in the building
called Independence Hall.

| can still picture the scene, as if it were yesterday. George
Washington was there. He had led our soldiers in the fight against
England. Now we asked him to lead our meeting. He sat at a desk
on a platform at the front of the room.

The rest of us sat at tables draped with green cloth. Some of the
wisest men in America were there—it was a thrill to see them
together! Even old Ben Franklin joined us—we knew we would need
his wisdom.




Ben Franklin noticed the figure of a shining sun carved on
the back of George Washington'’s chair. He said he
wondered whether it was a rising sun or a setting sun. He
meant: Was our meeting a bright beginning for the United
States, like the start of a sunny day? Or would we soon see
the end of our young country, like when the sun sets and
darkness falls? We all wondered the same thing.

We began to talk about the many problems our new country
faced. We soon realized that if the 13 states were going to
get along and work together, then we would need a new
government for all the states. And this new government
would need rules and laws. So we set out to write a

Constitution for the United States.

Hmmmmm. .. It was
always difficult for
painters to show the
difference between
the rising sun and thé
setting sun.




That’s when all the talking, and the arguing, really began.
We had to answer many hard questions. For example, who
should be the leader of our new government? Should we
have a king? NO—no more kings for us! We would be ruled
by a president, chosen by the people.

But there were many more questions. How much power
should the president have? How could we keep the bigger
states from ganging up on the smaller states? How could
we make sure our new government worked for the people
and not against them?




We met all summer long, talking and arguing about such
questions. Oh, the heat in the hall! We sweated in our
woolen suits. Flies buzzed against the windows. Big

mosquitoes bit right through our silk stockings! No wonder

we sometimes lost our tempers with each other.




There was something
else that made our job
very hard. No one had
ever before written a
constitution for a brand
new country run by the
people. We were trying
a grand experiment.
Would it work?

Or would it fail?

| did not miss a single
meeting. Day after day,
all summer long, | wrote
down what everyone

said.

| wanted to hear everything! | wrote and wrote, but | spoke
as well. You see, | had some ideas about what our
Constitution should say. | do not have a loud voice, and
sometimes when | spoke, the others cried,

“Louder! Louder!”:

But they always seemed interested in what | had to say.




A few folks lost patience with all the talking, and they
went home. But most of us kept at it. When we grew
tired or lost hope, we looked at George Washington,
sitting at the front of the room. The expression on his
face said: You must go on! You must succeed!

And we did. After four months of thinking and talking
and writing, we agreed on a new constitution. It began
with these three words:

Yes, “we the people” had worked together. Now we
had the rules and laws we needed to help us keep
working together as a nation.




On the seventeenth of September, we gathered to sign
the new Constitution. George Washington was the
first to sign his name. Then the rest of us filed to the
front of the room to sign. As he wrote his name, old
Ben Franklin had tears in his eyes.




Before we all went
home, Ben Franklin
took one last look at the
sun carved on the back
of George Washington’s
chair. He had wondered
if that was a rising sun
or a setting sun. Now,
he said, he knew for
sure—it was a rising sun!
The signing of our
Constitution was the
beginning of a glorious
new day for the United
States of America.
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We the People
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in order to form
a more perfect Union,







establish Justice,
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and secure the |
Blessings of Liberty







to ourselves
and our Posterity,
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~ do ordain and establish
this Constitution
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for the United States
of America.
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