
Early Learning & 
Elementary Schools

March, 2023 
Nicole Howton-Chiles
Director, Early Learning & Elementary Schools
Long Beach Unified School District 



What is your favorite 
school memory?



Promotion/Retenion 



Retentions by Grade and Year
2006-07 to 2018-19

Total Students 
Retained

9,937

Kinder   1,756
Gr 1   3,119
Gr 2   1,323
Gr 3   2,008
Gr 4   1,210
Gr 5       521

269 students were 
retained more than once.



Retention by Ethnicity & Fluency
2006-07 to 2018-19

● Hispanic students were retained 
more often than other groups. 

● English Learners represent 28% of 
the overall enrollment, but were 
52% of the students retained.



Of students meeting retention criteria in Elementary:
● Students who were retained were less likely to graduate. 

● Graduates were almost half as likely to meet A-G requirements.

● Retained students were more than twice as likely to drop out

Graduation Outcomes
2006-07 to 2018-19



California State Board Policy 

LBUSD Policy 

Promotion / Retention Policies

http://go.boarddocs.com/ca/lbusd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BZMRHM6E19C5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TDrnTL8-nI0WLQEDmAwmHup9Ri2JdjqW/view?usp=sharing


Notice and Wonder 
  Notice   Wonder 

Students shall be identified for retention at the 
following grade levels:
● Between grades 2 and 3
● Between grades 3 and 4 
● Between grades 4 and 5 ***

Students between grades 2 and 3 and grades 
3 and 4 shall be identified primarily on the 
basis of their level of proficiency in reading. 

***Proficiency in reading, english language 
arts, and mathematics shall be the basis for 
identifying students between grades 4 and 5, 
between intermediate and middle school 
grades. 

● What is the historical data telling us?

● 1st grade- Need to mature

● Was our policy being used as a last 
resort intervention or was it the 
intervention?



Teacher Feedback



Recommendations 

● Not add a grade level (1st grade) to the policy 

● Start with 2nd grade only - test drive data, determine the impact to our 
sites/system/students (principals received a BGL list in December.)

5210 2nd graders in Elem & K-8 with this formula 1536  would be 
retained. 29% of 2nd grade students would be retained. 

● Multiple measures in Reading- iReady, FRSA 

● Social Emotional Factors (TBD) 

● Familial support

● Team approach



Following Procedures
● Quality Improvement Teams to meet 2/17 

● Recommendation will be made for 23-24 school year 

● Retention will look like 21-22

*  Individual Students- whole child 

* Team approach 

* Parent must support 

● Parent / Teacher Conferences in April 4th & 5th 



Pause and Process



Achievement Reports 



Achievement Reports 

Is there anything 
we can improve 
in the design of 
our Achievement 

Reports?  

Share your 
feedback 



Outdoor Learning at Camp Oakes 



Outdoor Learning at Camp Oakes 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUmYvoz0tCk


Outdoor Learning at Camp Oakes 

We’d like to hear 
your thoughts…




